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The Dufferin Hospital was opened at Nagpur on the 23rd ultimo by the Chief Commissioner in presence of the leading Nagpur citizens, European and native. The General and Staff from Kampti also assisted at the ceremony. The hospital promises to be a great success.
Five Days without Food.?A native lad had an unpleasant experience on the East Indian Railway recently : While a train was being loaded with coal at Giridhi, he was locked in one of the trucks, and remained for five whole days without a morsel of food or a drop of water. He tried to make himself heard, but did not attract attention until Mogul Serai was reached. The unfortunate youngster was in a terribly exhausted state.
Removal of the Splees.?The operatiou of removing the spleen was performed recently by Surgeon W. K. Hatch, at the Sir J. J. Hospital. Bombay. The patient was put under chloroform, and Dr. Hatch. wi tli the assistance of Drs. Banks, Manser. Dimmock, and Galleghar. removed the spleen successfully. Collapse followed, and it was deemed necessary to perform transfusion of blood. A Parsi student. Mr. Hirji J. Dady Sett, of Grant College, volunteered to give his blood in order to save the life of the patient, and several deep incisions were made on Mr. Dady Sett's right hand.
But Mc. Dady Sett fainted, transfusion was not carried out, and Bhaiaji died within twenty minutes after the operation. This operation is the second of its kind in Bombay. The first was performed by Dr. Blanc some ten years ago, and it too proved unsuccessful.
Pasteur and Pariahs. ? India will give place to few countries in its plague of pariah dogs, and therefore M. Pasteur's experiments in distant France would seem to have an ultimate and direct reference to India. That M. Pasteur did not originate with India is a mere accident of birth ;
the result of which is that India has to resort to another country for advice on the subject of hydrophobia. The departure of Mr. J. Cooper, of the Veterinary Department, for Paris, to be taught by M. Pasteur, aud to convey his knowledge back to India as quickly as he can, was only to be expected. Let us hope that there will very soon be in all our Indian hospitals and dispensaries the wherewithal to counteract the poison of the mad pariah, and to enable the most timid to defy and scorn him?The Englishman, Wild Animals iu the North-West.?From the returns which have just been published, it appears that 216 persons were killed in these Provinces by wild animals in 1887. while no less than 5,765 died from snake-bite. The total mortality was 5.981 against 6,822 in the preceding jear, while 7.8S3 cattle were killed as compared with 8.867 in 1886. The number of human deaths due to wolves has decreased from 123 to 67. This is chiefly attributed to the large number of wolves killed in the Agra district in 1886 and 1887. It would be interesting to know what special measures were taken for exterminating these dangerous brutes in Agra, but no information on this subject is given in the Resolution: they are the animals without doubt most dangerous to human life in these Provinces ; in the northern districts, if a mother lays down her baby by the side of the field in which she is working, there is seldom wanting a hungry wolf waiting his opportunity. The animals are perfectly useless for purposes of sport, and even if precisely the opposite were the case, such an argument could not be brought forward with reference to animals which cause so much misery as well as actual loss to the people. It is greatly to be desired that some more efficacious measures could be taken to destroy these pests.?Pioneer. The Murree Cholera Outbreak.?Matters are improving at Murree, and the health of the station is better. The depot have not gone into camp, as was expected, and the cholera seems abating, although the policy of the authorities in keeping matters secret seems to have led to exaggerated rumours being accepted. The most recent oases are at Clifden ; and there are also some among the natives at Gora Gully, near the Brewery. Treatment of Cholera Patients.?We hear that the Chaplain at Rawalpindi has represented to the Commanderin-Chief that much harm has been done by the mode adopted of treating cholera patients among the European soldiers.
Whenever a man has been seized with cholera, he has been segregated from his comrades, and handed over for treatment to natives ; which has depressed the spirit of the sick men and created a panic among the rest. Half the deaths are said to have been due to fright. We do not know how far these statements are correct, but Sir Frederick Roberts promptly telegraphed to the effect that more common-sense measures should be adopted.?Civil and Military Gazette. Indian Natural History.?A series of volumes to be entitled the '? Fauna of British India." containing descriptions of the animals found in British India aud its dependencies, including Ceylon and Burma, is about to be issued under authority from the Government of India. For the present the work will be restricted to vertebrate animals. The editorship has been intrusted by the Secretai'y of State for India in Council to Mr. W. T. Blanford. formerly of the Geological Survey of India, and the printing and publication to Messrs. Taylor and Francis. The descriptions of vertebrates will occupy seven volumes, of which one will be devoted to mammals, three to birds, one to reptiles and Batrachains, and two to fishes. The mammals will be described by Mr. Blanford. the reptiles and Batrachains, by Mr. G. A. Boulanger, of the British Museum, and the fishes by Mr. F. Day, Deputy Surgeon-General. The arrangements for the volumes on birds are nearly complete, and there is every probability of their being undertaken by a competent Indian ornithologist very soon. A half-volume of mammals will be issued immediately. It is expected that one or two volumes will be published each year. The work will be illustrated.
How to preserve Health in India is the title of a paper by Surgeon-General C. R. Francis in the May-number of the Indian Magazine. Very full particulars are given regarding the important subject of water-filtration. He specially recommends for domestic use BischofFs patent Spougio-iron filter. For travelling Maignen's ' Filtre Rapido' is preferable, as it is so portable and filters more rapidly and the water is usually well aerated during the process. In this last named filter the animal charcoal ought to be changed, at least once every two months. Avhile the Spougiojiron filter can go on working for about a year.
